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An Austrian obstetrician has recently p b -  

lished a valuable report on 1,000 cases of par- 
turition conducted with the assistaxke of sco- 
polamine. It has been stated that scopola- 
mine is one of the most deadly cf all poisons, 
and that there is no justification for employing 
it,, but as the toxicity of a drug is merely a 
matter of dosage, there is no reason why a 
small dose should not be considered safe. He  
used only very minute doses, about 1/6400th 
grain. Among his 1,000 cases he did not lose a 
single one from the scopolamine. I n  his last 
500 cases he had one death, which was due 
to internal hserriorrhage in a contracted pelvis 
case. H e  did not experience a single instance 
of cardiac disturbance of serious nature. With 
regard to hsmorrhage, he finds that after 
measuring the loss in 363 cases, in 92.8 per 
cent. the loss was within the usual average. 
The placenta was born spontaneously in 51 
per cent. by means of slight pressure, or 
CredB’s method in 48.1 per cent., while it had 
to be removed manually in 0.4 per cent., and 
by Caesarean section in 0.5 per cent. For- 
ceps had to be applied in 6.83 per cent. The 
children were not harmed by the medication; 
70.5 per cent. of them were born lively. The 
mortality of the fetus was certainly not in- 
creased during the time in which he has used 
scopolamine as compared with the period pre- 
ceding. Another writer in the same journal 
also gives his esperience of the use of scopo- 
lamine and morphine in childbirth. He 
treated a series of 120 cases, and to this he 
adds another 100 cases dealt with by his pre- 
decessor, making 220 in all. The first injec- 
tion is carried out as soon as the pains distress 
the patient. H e  watches the effect on the cir- 
culation. If the desired sleep does not set in 
he injects in an hour a second dose, which 
has almost always the desired result, and the 
patient shows the signs of it combined scopo- 
lamine-morphine action. This is a quiet, not 
heavy sleep, which is interrupted at each 
pain, when the patient complains of pain, but 
there is total forgetfulness of this pain after- 
wards. He continues to inject in pauses of 
from It to 3 hours, H e  aims at obtaining 
peaceful sleep between the pains and complete 
forgeffulness, and is not disappointed at  a 
momentary awakening during the pains. The 
patients were extremely pleased with the re- 

sults. In 18 per Gent. he only cjbtaiiied a 
sleepy condition, which ’~T’BS associated with a 
lessening of the pain, but no forgetfulness. 
I11 1% per cent. no satisfactory result at all 
was attained. This was due in soiue V M S ~ S  t o  
the fact that the birth was so rapid that there 
was no time to obtain a good action, and in 
some cases to the onset of syinptonis which 
indicated threatening tosic symptoms. Actual 
failures only took place in 4 per cent. H e  de- 
scribes the unpleasant side-effects of the 
injections, and considers that if one is care- 
ful in the dosage of the scopolamine, one will 
not meet with dangerous symptoms. He 
thinks that in from 20 to  30 per cent. of the 
cases the duration of the labour was length- 
ened somewhat, and sums up the conditions 
of the births, which show that in other re- 
spects the injections had but little deleterious 
effect. He believes that the inebliod is suit- 
able for relieving the pain of ohilcibirtli if pro- 
per care is exercised, and if 110 sesere clisturb- 
ance of the circulatory and respiratory organs 
is present. Each case must bb carefully 
watched during the whole period. 

maternitp llilllork in Rbobesia. 

R;Iiss E. Maud Halliwell, formerly Matron 
of the Samaritan Hospital for Women, Liver-’ 
pool, and a member of the Matrons’ Council, 
who was recently appointed Lady Superin- 
t p d e n t  of the Salisbury Hostel and Mater- 
nity Home, Salisbury, Bhodesiu, by the 
South African Colonisation Society, has found 
plenty of work awaiting her. The iuaternity 
work, which comprises a large part of that 
done by the institution, is growing raQidly, 
and is becoming known all over lthodesia, and 
it is probable that shortly there will be open- 
ings on the staff for more fully trained nurses 
with C.M.B. certificates. “Sairey Ganip” had 
been in full possession in lZhodesia for years, 
but one or two accidents resulted iu the reoog- 
nition of the value of the trained and compe- 
tent maternity nurse, first iiitrucluued into 
Salisbury by the Salisbury Hostel. 

Miss IXalliwell   pea lie warmly of the good 
work done by her predecessor, 1h .s  Ricbnose. 
She also says that though lZhodesia is quite 
a land of prorniRe, no one should come out 
without a previous engagement. 
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